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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-19 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wilcox (US Patent 5,403,427) in view of Sharps, Jr. et al (US Patent 
4,872,942). 

Wilcox discloses a seal bar. As shown in the figures, the seal bar system 
comprises halves 12a and 12b, heating element 16, cutting knife 18, and temperature 
sensor 24. Seal bar halves are preferably made of a heat transfer material such as 
aluminum (see col. 3, lines 3-5). In operation, the seal bar seals and severs overlapping 
portions of packaging material 41 with controller 32 maintaining the operating 
temperature of the seal bar 10 

Regarding claims 1,14 and 19, Wilcox does not explicitly disclose that the seal 
bar halves (i.e. supporting base) have a lower thermal conductivity than the cutting 
knife. However, it is the examiner's position that it would have been obvious to employ 
a cutting knife with a high thermal conductivity in order to cut the materials more easily. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ 
seal bar halves with a lower thermal conductivity than the cutting knife in the apparatus 
and system of Wilcox. 
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However, Wilcox does not discloses the type of heater claimed by the applicant. 
Regarding this difference, the applicant is directed to the reference of Sharps. 

Sharps discloses a seal bar assembly comprising seal bar structure 30 and 
cutting element 32. At col. 5, lines 53-62, Sharps disclose that the seal bar is dielectric. 
At col. 6, lines 16-37, Sharps discloses that the cutting element 32 is heated by an 
intermittent or pulsed electrical current. At col. 6, lines 16-37, Sharps discloses the 
method of operation of the seal bar. This method involves raising the temperature of 
element 32 to approximately 1500°F to heat and seal the materials. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to substitute the 
heating system taught by Sharps for the heating element in the apparatus and system 
of Wilcox since the heating systems are functionally equivalent alternate expedients in 
the art. Further, it is the examiner's position that specific materials (i.e. anodized 
aluminum and ceramic) and employing first and second temperatures are well known 
and conventional in the art and would have been obvious to employ in the system of 
Wilcox as a matter of design choice based upon the physical properties of the materials. 

Telephone/Fax 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Sells whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1237. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Phil Tucker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 095. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/James Sells/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



